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From the President
As part of the process of “crisping up” our vision and mission statements,
changing our logo and signage, and revamping the website, I have been busy
collecting stories from the various service lines around Elwyn. Beginning in
this issue, I would like to share some of the family and consumer comments
that I have encountered. The following is from the parent of Joey, a four-year
old child with severe Autism. Joey participates in our Philadelphia Archworks
program, which is part of the Early Childhood array of services we offer. Here’s
what Joey’s mother had to say:

“In my eyes, Joey was lost in a world that was empty and dark. He could not
see or hear me, which as a mother, made me feel empty inside. My son was
alive, but not living. He showed little or no emotion to his family or anyone
else. Joey walked over everything as if it didn’t exist. 

The Elwyn family at Archworks worked intensely with Joey and now he shows
interest in the world around him and interest in me. Joey has learned to
embrace me with hugs and kisses. Now a child who was silent babbles all day
long, humming songs. He has even made progress with a communication
device, and has learned a few words”. 

Joey’s not just a part of my life, I’m also a part of his.

“Joey even notices my absence and the best reward was the first
time he said ‘Mom.’ I shared this moment with one of the most
important people in my life, Judy from Archworks. She happened
to be at the hospital with her daughter at the same time I was
there with Joey. Joey had called for me when I was out of the
area, and Judy searched to find me. When I saw so much emotion
in his face, where there was once none, my emotions went wild.
And then when he called out for the first time – ‘Mom’ – I was
overjoyed. 

I’m so proud of my son and appreciative of the staff from
Archworks. If it weren’t for your support, Joey would still be 
lost. For the first time I can say Joey’s not just a part of my life,
I’m also a part of his.”

Elwyn is diverse in the services it offers and in the consumers it serves. I 
share this example of the wonderful work being accomplished every day at the
Archworks program to show the tremendous impact it has had in the lives of
Joey and his family. This is just one example of Elwyn’s supportive community
of caring maximizing potential, one individual at a time. 
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111 Elwyn Road
Elwyn,PA 19063

April 7, 2006
Elwyn Delaware Ribbon Cutting 
Senior Reflections Center
Wilmington, DE

April 11, 2006
Elwyn California 8th Annual
Bowl-a-Thon and Casino
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fountain Valley, CA

April 19, 2006
Spring Ball for Elwyn Residents
Zier Recreation Center
Elwyn, PA

May 5, 2006
The 26th Annual 
Friends of Elwyn Ball
Longwood Gardens
Kennett Square, PA

May 26, 2006
Elwyn New Jersey 
Awards Banquet
5:00 p.m.
Centerton Country Club
Centerton, NJ

June 22, 2006
Child Welfare Services 
Wine Tasting
Location TBD
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Plans Taking Shape for Annual Spring Ball
The adult residents at Elwyn’s Media Campus are counting the
days until the 13th Annual Spring Ball, scheduled to be held
April 19th at the Zier Recreation Center. This event is often
thought of as the start of the exciting “social season” at Elwyn,
culminating with the Friends of Elwyn Ball held in May. Over 300
guests, attired in tuxedos and gowns, attend the Spring Ball, and
everything about it is special. From the wardrobe planning, to
the Cadet escorts from Valley Forge Military Academy in Wayne,

to the delightful wait staff made up of Elwyn board members, families, and friends. The Ball
committee is coordinated by Sue Thompson, the Director of Elwyn’s Therapeutic Recreation
Department, who acts as liaison with many different departments to create the theme for
the event, secure funding, and plan the night’s festivities. The formal sit-down dinner will
feature live entertainment, dancing, beautiful themed decorations, gifts for each of the
guests, and a video presentation saluting the Elwyn clients in attendance.

Elwyn Board member Alan Wechsler (left), his wife Dr. Laura Wechsler, and their two daughters, Maxine
Butler and Judy Spillane, pose with their son and brother, Bruce, who resides at Elwyn’s Media Campus.
All of Bruce’s family members volunteered as wait staff for the 2005 Spring Ball.



Happenings
A Field Trip of Dreams

On December 13th, 25 students and seven
staff of the Davidson School Media Campus
visited the Philadelphia Eagles at Lincoln
Financial Field. Escorted by two cheerlead-
ers, the group toured the stadium, television
press box area, and the Eagles locker room
where team mascot “Swoop” was there to
greet them. During lunch, Eagles’ Center
Jamal Jackson(#67) met with the group and
selected a student to demonstrate one of
the Eagles on-field plays. There were gift
bags all around and a limited edition foot-
ball autographed by Rodderick Hood, Josh
Parry and Quintin Mikell. Special thanks to
Mr. Richard McDermott, a teacher in the
Physical Education Department, whose son
Tim works in the Eagles Marketing
Department and arranged for the special
tour. Tim’s brother, Sean, also works for the
Eagles as an Assistant Defensive Coach
under Andy Reid.

The Sweet Sounds of Christmas

Nearly 50 residents participated in the
Holiday Concert & Tree Lighting Ceremony
which took place in Barr Hall on December
14th. Many of them performed in both the
Choral Group and the Bell Choir, directed by
Jefferson Haynes, Recreation Therapist. The
festivities culminated with a surprise visit
from Santa and the traditional lighting of
the Christmas tree.

Special Thanks for Special Gifts

The Elwyn Elves outdid themselves this
year, making the holidays happy indeed 
by collecting an all-time-high 750 gifts for 
children and adults participating in Elwyn
programs. Erin Cooper (shown left), a Case
Worker in the Child Welfare Division, distrib-
uted gifts at the foster family holiday party.

Special thanks to the Elwyn staff, board
members, individuals, and groups who gen-
erously contributed to this worthwhile proj-
ect. In addition, Elwyn received designated
gifts from donors to offset the costs of holi-
day parties for the people Elwyn serves.
Executive Directors in several service lines
allocated these funds where they were
most needed.

Elwyn Awarded 
Lanier “Customer Vision” Award

Lanier Worldwide, Inc., a global manufacturer
of office automation equipment and elec-
tronics, recently presented Elwyn with their
“Customer Vision Partners in Excellence”
Award, citing “the open communication 
and teamwork that exists between Elwyn
and Lanier management.”The partnership
began in the early 90s with Elwyn’s purchase
of 20 stand-alone copiers. Today, Elwyn has
gone hi-tech with 180 Lanier multifunction
devices currently being connected to its
network for copying, printing, scanning and
faxing. The latest upgrades to business
operations include the implementation of
an e-cabinet for storage and retrieval and
an enterprise analysis to reduce print costs
throughout Elwyn. Shown in the photo 
are (left to right) Ron Wells and Lisa Scholl
of Lanier; Sandy Cornelius, President of
Elwyn; Dan Reardon, Vice President for
Finance, Elwyn; Kathy Patterson, Director 
of Purchasing, Elwyn; and Lee McArthur 
of Lanier.

Creative Fundraising

This unique display entitled, "A study 
in surreal art," was created by students
attending the Opportunities School 
in Berks County, PA. Students from
Education programs at Elwyn partici-
pated in the 4th Annual Student 
Art Exhibit held last October at Evviva
restaurant in Narberth, PA. Sponsored 
by Elwyn's Division of Education, this
successful community outreach project
affords Elwyn's students the opportuni-
ty to showcase their artistic talents. This
fundraiser provides students access 
to enhanced art and music activities
and staff with additional professional
development.

Legislative Breakfast Addresses
Approved Private Schools’ Issues

Elwyn recently hosted the 1st Annual
Legislative Breakfast, sponsored by the
Alliance of Approved Private Schools
(APS), to thank members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives
Education and Appropriations
Committees for their support of legisla-
tion which changed the APS funding
system in Pennsylvania. The law makers
were also presented with information
highlighting the need to resolve past
audit issues which impact on all APSs.
Shown left to right at the meeting are
Rep. Eugene McGill of Montgomery
County, Rep. Mario Civera of Delaware 

County, Mitchell Helton, Davidson
School student, Beverly Gross-Spencer,
Green Tree School, and Sen. Ted
Erickson, Delaware County.

Elwyn Launches New Brand

The reviews are in, and words such as
“poignant,”“meaningful” and “heartfelt”
were used to describe the official launch
of the new Elwyn brand on December
2nd. Individual kick-off events were
staged at Elwyn facilities in Bridgewater,
California, Delaware, Media, Philadelphia,
and New Jersey. Each site proudly
unveiled the new Elwyn logo embla-
zoned on ceremonial flags, festive cakes,
and commemorative keepsakes. Most
events were held in the morning in an
appointed gathering space, but several
locations hosted all-day Open Houses,
and the Elwyn Philadelphia site utilized
their Holiday Bazaar as a backdrop for
the announcement. Underscoring the
look of “Today’s Elwyn” was the new
video presentation, Seeing Who We Are,
which captured the essence of the serv-
ices Elwyn provides and the diverse
populations it serves. At the Media 
celebration, Jerry Hludzik (shown
below), singer, songwriter and husband
of Ann Sheafer, Senior Project Director
for the Behavioral Health Division,
premiered his original arrangement of
Elwyn’s Mission Statement set to music.

Longtime 
Elwyn Residents
Honored

The 2005 Cyrel Moser
Golden Jubilee lunch-
eon in November 
recognized 41 very
special individuals who
have lived at Elwyn for 50 or more years.
Special Award recipients included Smith
Hall residents Francis Goldberg, 93, who
had been building friendships at Elwyn
for 80 years, and William Pribble, 90,
(shown above), who has called Elwyn
“home” for 81 years. Other “Diamond
Club Members” saluted with 75-plus
years at Elwyn included: Dorothy
Alloway (Smith Hall), 75 years; Lillian
Streeper (Glenview), 75 years; Dorothy
Ginsberg (Glenview), 76 years; and
Kathleen Weller (Evergreen 2), 77 years.
The gala featured a catered lunch, live
musical entertainment, the awards cere-
mony, and a club member testimonial
video entitled, Elwyn through Our Eyes.

Rock-n-Bowl Brings Out 
The Crowds for Children’s
Behavioral Health

Elwyn’s 3rd Annual Rock-n-Bowl was
held February 11th at the Wynnewood
Lanes in Ardmore, PA. Some 130 friends
and employees of Elwyn turned out for
this high-energy event which benefits
Children’s Behavioral Health Services.
Proceeds will be used throughout the
year to fund the annual picnic for fami-
lies and clients, support staff develop-
ment training, and subsidize purchases
needed for after school, summer 
camp and school based programs.
Many thanks to our event sponsor,
Staffing Plus, Inc. of Haverford, PA., and
to lane sponsors RHJ Associates, PC,
www.1-800-cruise.com, Wilmington
Safety Supplies, and Hardwood Designs.
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Love and Limits Help a Young Boy Live More Independently 

Rosita Padilla remembers fondly the teacher who complimented her son Jorge for being
considerate to his classmates. As a young student, he would help the other children by 
zipping up their jackets and pushing in their chairs for them. This is the kind of memory a
mother stores in her heart to console her when nothing else can.

For more often than not, Rosita has had to endure the harsh stares of judgmental strangers
or take the dreaded phone calls from school asking her to pick up her disruptive son. She
remembers the sunny days that quickly turned dark. Like the time at the Carnival when 
Jorge thrilled to the roller coaster ride and waited patiently for his next turn in line. Then,
just like that, he grabbed and smelled the hair of the little girl in front of him, and the magi-
cal day was over. Apologies, explanations, abrupt departures. Life with Jorge was not easy 
for the Padilla family, and it was getting more difficult with each passing day.

Jorge Padilla is a “sweet kid”
who suffers from Pervasive
Development Disorder and
Disruptive Behavior Disorder.
He is mildly developmentally
delayed and has difficulty com-
municating, exhibiting some of
the traits attributed to autism.
At 13, he looks like an average
boy which is why his behavior in
public is not always understood.
His mother often finds herself on
the defensive, trying to explain
away his outbursts of obscenities,
or the aggressive behavior that
often deteriorates into pinching,
punching and tantrums.

And then there’s the string 
obsession. For some reason, Jorge
found great comfort in holding 
a piece of string in his hands. He
would strip all the family sneakers
of their laces and throw tantrums

unless his father Jorge, Sr., ran out to the store and bought him new string. It became a battle
of wills between the parents and son but somehow, Jorge always won.

Since 2004, Jorge has lived at Elwyn in Cottage 6, a Biopsychosocial Unit (BPSU) under the
supervision of the Child Welfare/Juvenile Justice Division. His mother describes the decision
to send him there as “the hardest thing I have ever done in my life.”

“It still affects me to have my child away from me,” she said. But much as she wants him
home, she concedes that “we’re not ready to take care of him at home, we’re still not there.”

But Rosita, husband Jorge and daughter Tina, 10, have seen extraordinary changes in Jorge

since he has been at Elwyn. When he
visits home on weekends, they often
hear him counting his numbers out
loud as he lays in bed. To their delight,
he can now dress himself, put on his
shoes, hang up his clothes, shower and
brush his own teeth.They are continually
surprised that he can do so many things
for himself.

At Elwyn, Jorge is always kept busy with
chores, school, and activities to keep his
attention focused and his routines 
more consistent. He approaches adults
more easily and has made a new friend,
but he is still working on improving 
his interaction with his peers whom 
he often alienates with teasing and
inappropriate behavior. Elwyn has 
even managed to eliminate his string
obsession while at Cottage 6, but he
often carries a Matchbox car in its 
place and still asks for string on his 
visits home.

Elwyn has also counseled Jorge’s 
parents to give them the tools they
need to cope with his behavior and the
understanding to see that his tantrums
are the result of setting little or no
boundaries. His parents are now chal-
lenging him more often even though
this “tough love” approach is often 
hard for them and their son.

Rosita’s dream is to see Jorge calm, in
control of his behavior, and back in his
own home. In the short term, her son
will soon be moving from his 12-person
cottage at Elwyn to a new small group
home on campus where he and the
three other boys residing with him will
receive even more attention and gain
even greater independence. Another
big step in the right direction for a
“sweet kid” supported by a lot of love.

Biopsychosocial Unit Exanding on Campus

When Jorge Padilla moves into his

new home in March, he will be the

first of four teenage boys to occupy

Quasar, formerly the Bratcher

House, which is now a brand new

on-site Biopsychosocial Unit (BPSU)

at Elwyn. Managed by Elwyn’s Child Welfare/Juvenile Justice Division,

the Biopsychosocial Program treats children in the Behavioral Health/

Mental Retardation programs diagnosed with

autistism spectrum disorders. The program has

been expanding on campus at the request of

Philadelphia and Chester County Behavioral

Health Services. 

In October, Elwyn converted the Family

Training Center into a four-bed BPSU called

Zenith for girls with significant behavioral

problems. The names of the two houses reflect the mission of both the 

program and Elwyn, to help each individual reach the pinnacle of 

success by maximizing their potential. 

“We have always had 12 beds available

for children requiring these services,

but the need has always outstripped

our capacity,” said Susan Proulx,

Psy.D, Executive Director of the Child

Welfare/Juvenile Justice Division. “The

two new houses will allow us to help

more children and we are committed 

to opening even more beds in these

smaller, homelike settings.” 

The Padilla family includes (left to
right) Jorge, Sr., Jorge, Rosita and
Tina.
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Memory and Honor Gifts from

October 12, 2005-January 13, 2006

In memory of 
Adam Goodwin Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Scott

In memory of Jeri Hummer
Ms. Rosanna P. Suppa

In memory of 
Rose & Rueben Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Singer

In memory of 
Reba Bransdorf Winkler
Mr. Marvin Bransdorf

In memory of Mr. Morris Gordon
Mrs. Sarah F. Gordon

In memory of John A. Maxwell
Mr. Kenneth Maxwell & 

Ms. Arlene Tunney

In memory of Eleanor Segal
Kimber & Lee Vought

In memory of Sophie Huroodo
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantine W. Harris

In memory of
Mr. Stanley W. Evanson
Mrs. Stanley W. Evanson

In memory of Mr. Jim Hensley
Giovanni Martinez

In memory of Virginia Malone
Ms. Dorothy Malone

In memory of Corrina Cleary
Ms. Cecelia A. Crater

In memory of Mr. Henry Myers
Ms. Patricia Myers Westine

In memory of 
Mr. Robert Helbling
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Sieminski

In memory of Ms. Gloria Fay
Tarr Family & Joe

In memory of Samantha Powell
Ms. Joan S. Powell

In memory of Anne Oristaglio
Mr. Salvatore Oristaglio

In memory of Mr. Frank Lee
Ms. Linda Lee

In memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Okolowski
Mr. Anthony Okolowski

In memory of 
Deana Marie Torres
Rev. Judee A. Chapman

In memory of 
Mr. George Ershaw, Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth J. Ayers

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Long

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Reeder

Workers of the Francis Harvey 

Green School

In memory of William Dugan,
Kevin Dugan, Danny Dugan &
Jimmy Dugan
Ms. Edna C. Adair

Mrs. Charles L. Kraus

Mrs. Charles Rosati

In memory of 
Ms. Margaret T. Potts
Ms. Hattie Bey

Mr. Andrew J. Bilotta, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Capriotti

Mr. Alan E. Dolezal

Mr. & Mrs. Manish A. Fozdar

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert E. Garritt, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William T. Herten

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. McDade, III

Sister Marion McDonald & 

Sister Emma K. Flaherty

Ms. Edith McElwain

Ms. Lisa McNelis

Mr. & Mrs. George Moskal

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis W. Pittman

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin P. Purcell

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Scullin

Ms. Marie T. Scullin

Ms. Teresa M. Scullin

Mr. & Mrs. Jones Shannon

Ms. Melissa Shannon

Mr. Raymond P. Smith & Mr. Dennis

M. Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Smith

James & Gail Sullivan

Ms. Donna L. Walsh

In memory of Luke Dewey
Mr. Albert Gross

In memory of 
Mr. Dewey Laughlin
Daniel M. Tabas Family Foundation

In memory of 
Mr. Richard Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Glasemann

Ms. Annette M. Marth

Ms. Nadeen J. Mood

In memory of 
Ms. Collette Durant
Mr. & Mrs. Scott C. Chiccino

Ms. Alice A. Cianci

Ms. Mary Ann Conger

Ms. Elaine M. Coughlin

Mr. & Mrs. Louis D’Alonzo

Angela, Mary & Diane D’Amato

Mrs. Violet DiLauro

Mr. & Mrs. James P. Driscoll, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Gordon

Mrs. Phyllis Heffron

Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Hughes

Mrs. Helen Keichline

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Klechner

Mrs. Mary Lang

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lang

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. McElroy, Sr.

Ms. Doris E. Miller

Mrs. Helen Otto

Ms. Kathleen E. Otto

Ms. Christine F. Pillo

Mr. Eugene J. Rosato

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Troiani

Ms. Joan M. Troiani

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Troiani

Mr. & Mrs. Albert E. Tucker

Ms. Mary Turnbull & 

Mr. Joseph Gallagher

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Turnbull

Ms. Rose Viglione

Ms. Sophie C. Ward

In memory of 
Ms. Stephanie Phillips
Acme Market Holmes/co-workers

Amtrak Wilmington Maintenance 

Employee Fund

Ms. Elizabeth Cepis

Ms. Eleanor J. Gullickson

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard F. Halseth

Tom & Carol McCrosson

Mr. Joel Phillips

Ms. Margaret Rayburn

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Seaman

In memory of Ms. Anna Levin
Ms. Leira L. Buettner

Ms. Margaretta L. Gompers

Mark, Bob and Harriet Levin

In memory of 
Mrs. Kathleen Blake
Mr. Ryan T. Kirkpatrick

In memory of Mr. Mark Scoleri
Ms. Patricia M. Kovar

Ms. Rosemarie M. Zamarin

In memory of 
Ms. Beatrice Rosenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Lieberman

In memory of Ms. Lillita Fink
Hebrew Association of the 

Deaf, Inc.

In memory of Mr. Michael Flynn
Mrs. Mary E. Flynn

In memory of Rusty Lipshutz
Ed & Ellen Goss

In memory of Mr. Donald Cohen
Ed & Ellen Goss

In memory of 
Mrs. Helen Sieminski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ripchinski

In memory of 
Philip J. Montefiore
Mr. & Mrs. Frank La Porta

In memory of Frances Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Bryan

In memory of Ms. Fannie Lang
Mr. & Mrs. Walter L. DeMaris

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Doritty

Mr. & Mrs. Burton D. Durian

Ms. Margaretta L. Gompers

Ms. Ruth M. Hood

Mr. & Mrs. Barry F. Moss

In memory of Bobby Lindholm
Mr. & Mrs. E. Benz

In memory of 
Mr. Kenneth Houser
Ms. Leona F. Daiger

Mr. & Mrs. Wallace J. Robinson, Jr.

Mrs. Claude S. Sharpe

In memory of Dr. Marvin S. Kivitz
Mr. Sylvan & Dr. Ita Brandman

In memory of Ms. Donna Faix
Mr. Donald Faix

In memory of Ms. Marie Wysocki
Mr. & Mrs. Earl T. Cline

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald D’Orazio

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore P. D’Orazio

Ms. Veronica Henderson

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Leo

Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Luongo

Mr. Joseph A. Puleo

In memory of Thelma Bjorkgren
Mr. & Mrs. Jefford Cornwell

In memory of 
Ms. Olivia L. Phillips
Mrs. Hazel J. Yelerton

In memory of Patrick Gargano
Ms. Jane Detweiler

Ms. JoAnn Fioresi

Ms. Pauline Fioresi

Ms. Sharon Omrod

In honor of Trish Cofiell 
for receiving the 2005 
Athena Award
Ed & Ellen Goss

In honor of Tina & Hugh McBride
for a Merry Christmas
Dick & Mary Ann Pierce

In honor of Eleanor Bretz
Ms. Julie Frattaroli

In honor of Mrs. Betty Dugan —
for her drive to never give up
Mr. & Mrs. Louis B. Schiller

In honor of Lucy MacPherson’s
75th birthday
Bill & Alice Crockford

Margaret Lippincott

Jean MacPherson

For a Merry Christmas —
Voutsakis Family & Koch Family
Ms. Theresa Montani

For a Happy Hanukkah —
Alan & Laura Wechsler
Maxine, David, Ari & Lauren

Kelly, Ira, Gavin & Grace

Judy, Dave, Alexa & Ben

In honor of Jacob Gazewood
Mr. Daniel Slagle

In honor of Helen & Dick Leaman
& Family
Charles & Inge Brown

In honor of Frank and 
Clara LaPorta’s 50th 
wedding anniversary
Frank & Teresa Cartularo

Memory and
Honor Gifts
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Memorial/Honor Gift

Enclosed is a gift of q $100 q $50 q $25 q Other $

This gift is: q In memory of:

q In honor of:

q For the occasion of:

Please send the acknowledgment to:

Name:

Address:

This gift is given by:

Name:

Address:

Telephone: (               )

Please return this form with your check made payable to “Elwyn” to:

Elwyn, Attn: Development Office, 111 Elwyn Road, Elwyn, PA 19063

!

Elwyn Board of Directors

New Members
As of June 2005

Jayne Garrison

April Nelson (PSAD)

William Rouse

Elwyn Delaware Board 

of Managers

As of April 2005

Martin D. Eichelberger, III

H. Thomas Hollinger

Elwyn California Board 

of Managers

As of September 2005

Kevin Carlin


