T
&
o
ATy T
4 h
. - i)
»
i
3§ ”»

Elwyn Early
Learning Services, x~
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A Planning Guide
for Parents

Beginning Kindergarten is an exciting time in your child’s life and
we want to help make the process as smooth as possible.

Prepared by
Elwyn Early Learning Services

Elwyn
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Guide Overview and Transition Steps

This guide will
help you:

)

TRANSITION
DISCUSSION

1. Understand the steps to
transition your child to
kindergarten within the city of
Chester

A transition plan will be

TRANSITION STEPS

developed as part of your
child’s IEP at least a year
before school-age eligibility:
Turning 5 years old on or before | | o
Philly: 9/01/27 Chester: 9/30/27 S

2. Plan for your child’s school
age program

3. Know the timelines and
deadlines for a successful
transition

=

4. Gather information, answer
questions, and offer support

If your child was born on or
before 9/30/2022 they are
eligible for Kindergarten!

Why It's Important to Register
for Kindergarten and Start the
Transition Process Early

Currently, your child is receiving Preschool Early
Intervention (PSEI) services as outlined in their IEP.
When your child goes to kindergarten, the public
school district becomes responsible for ensuring your
child’s needs are addressed. To prepare for that, there
are several steps that need to be taken by the school
district, by the PSEI program, and by you. Registering
your child is part of these steps and registering

early ensures the receiving school is informed of the
support and services your child receives and can

plan for your child as they begin the school year. This
ensures a smoother transition for your child.

Transition Fairs provide an opportunity to hear
more about the transition process and the options
available to you. The Transition Fairs usually begin
in December and are scheduled through the end of
February. It is important that you plan to attend at

DOCUMENTS

Check the school-age
program’s website
for documents needed
to complete the
registration packet

5

CONFIRMATION

Wait for notice of
enrollment from
public school or accept
offered lottery seat
from charter school

%7

ELS SERVICES

INTENT TO
REGISTER
Review, sign and

return to your
LEA Rep

We will continue to implement
your child’s preschool IEP until

Preschool ELS records will
close on the school-age
program start date or the day
before the service break

REGISTRATION

Submit the registration
packet to the school-
age program

Notify your LEA
of confirmed
kindergarden

enroliment

(program and state)

least one to understand the options the school district
might propose for continuing support to your child.
The transition process allows time to evaluate your
child, plan the support needed, and determine the
most appropriate classroom environment for your
child to receive that support.

Registering early and working with the PSEI program
to complete the steps in the transition process
ensures that you, the parent, have time to make
informed decisions, are prepared for working with the
school-age program, and can ensure what'’s best for
your child and family. During this process, you may
determine that opting for an additional year of PSEl is
best for your family. Beginning and working through
the transition process allows you to better decide if
this is the choice that is right for you.

Once your child attend’s kindergarten or any
school-age programming they cannot return to
preschool early intervention. The point of contact for
any IEP comments, questions, or concerns would be
the school age team.

the school-age program begins.
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Where to Register Your Child
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Chester Upland School District (CUSD)

https://www.chesteruplandsd.org/

Chester Upland School of the Arts (PreK-5) 610-447-3777
501 E 9th St, Chester, PA 19013

Edgmont Scholars Academy (PreK-5) 610-872-1358
1450 Edgmont Ave, Chester, PA 19013

Main Street Elementary School (PreK-5) 610-447-3685
705 Main Street , Upland, PA 19015

Stetser Elementary School (PreK-5) 610-447-3795
808 E 17th Street, Chester, PA 19013

Chester Charter Scholars Academy (CCSA) 610-859-3010
https://www.ccsascholars.org/
1500 Highland Ave, Chester PA, 19013

Chester Community Charter School (CCCS) 610-227-5667
https://www.chestercommunitycharter.org/about
302 E 5th St, Chester PA 19013

Archdiocese of Philadelphia

https://www.aopcatholicschools.org/



https://www.chesteruplandsd.org/for-families-students/student-registration
https://www.chesteruplandsd.org/
https://www.ccsascholars.org/
https://www.chestercommunitycharter.org/about
https://www.aopcatholicschools.org/
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What Is Needed to Complete
Your Child’s Registration

To register your child, the following
documents are REQUIRED to complete
the registration process.

1. Child’s birth certificate or child’s social security card

2. Child’s immunization record
(all shots must be current)

3. PAdriver’s license or PA photo ID

4. Proof of residency/address
(lease, electric bill etc. may be used)

Vaccines Requirements (Recommend Vaccines)

Diphtheria 4 doses: At least one dose after the 4th birthday (DTAP/DTP/DT/TD)
Tetanus 4 doses: At least one dose after the 4th birthday (DTAP/DTP/DT/TD)
Polio 3 doses: (OPV/IPV)

Measles 2 doses: both after the 1st birthday (MMR)

Mumps 1 dose: after the 1st birthday (MMR)

Rubella 1 dose: after the 1st birthday (MMR)

Hepatitis B 3 doses: properly spaced (HBV)

Varicella (Chickenpox) 1 dose: after the 1st birthday or history of disease (VARIVAX)

** Written documentation from your child’s pediatrician
MUST be provided and presented at registration if your
child is not vaccinated due to medical reasons.



A PLANNING GUIDE FOR PARENTS

Important Dates /
Countdown to Kindergarten

October 2026

» Make sure that your child’s preschool teacher and Elwyn Early
Learning Services (ELS) LEA Representative have your correct
contact information, including:

o0 Your phone numbers

0 Your mailing address m
» Expect to receive the following documents:

o Your child’s Intent to Register

o Notice of Transition Options

o Notice of Your Child’s Transition to School Age Meeting

+ By completing the Intent to Register, this will serve as notification of your family’s decision
to register your child with the school district or a charter school for 2027. This then allows
Elwyn Early Learning Services (ELS) to share your child’s educational documents with
the elected school age program. The educational documents we share will include, but
are not limited to, your child’s current Individualized Education Program and most recent
Evaluation Report.

January - February 2027

+ Attend at least one (1) scheduled Transition to Kindergarten Fair session

0 Representatives from Elwyn ELS and Chester Upland School District (CUSD)
will be available to answer your questions and assist with your transition needs.

o If you have not yet signed the Intent to Register, you will be provided with the
opportunity to sign it at the Transition Fair ensuring ELS and CUSD know your
intentions for your child for the next school year.

January - May 31, 2027

» Register your child for Kindergarten!
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Timelines Grid and Responsibilities

Chester Upland School

et Services (ELS) District (CUSD) Akl

October Joint planning begins with the Joint planning begins with Elwyn | Make sure your child’s LEA
Chester-Upland School District Early Learning Services (ELS) Representative has your correct
(CUSD) and Charter School contact information, including phone
Partners numbers and mailing address

Mid- October | ELS will send the Intent to N/A Make sure to let your LEA
Register, the Notice of Transition Representative know of any changes
Options, and the Notice of Your to your contact information; provide
Child’s School-age Transition your current phone number and
Meeting to all families who have mailing address
children age-eligible ) )
for Kindergarten as of Return the signed Intent to Register
September 1, 2027 identifying which option you are

choosing to your LEA Representative
Before ELS will send Transition Fair N/A Review your child’s transition plan

December 1st

invitations to all families who
have children age-eligible for
Kindergarten as of September 1,
2027

and all other transition information
provided by ELS

Plan to attend a Transition to
Kindergarten Fair between December
2026 and the end of February 2027

December ELS will begin forwarding CUSD will review the Return the signed Intent to Register
demographic information for information it receives to begin | identifying which option you are
children age-eligible to transition | transition planning choosing to your
to CUSD
For children with a signed Intent
to Register, ELS will forward
copies of the child’s current IEP
and Evaluation Report

Starting in ELS will notify families of Charter | CUSD will provide notice of Plan to attend a Transition to

January School Kindergarten Registration | Kindergarten registration to Kindergarten Fair before the end of
and the CUSD registration families February 2027
timeline

Jan-Feb ELS will host Transition to CUSD will participate in Attend at least ONE of the scheduled
Kindergarten Fairs for families Transition to Kindergarten Fairs | Transition to Kindergarten Fairs with
with CUSD and Charter schools | with ELS families ELS, CUSD, and Charter schools
attending attending

April ELS will notify families of the Notify families of open REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR
CUSD Kindergarten registration | Kindergarten registration. KINDERGARTEN

By May 30th N/A N/A REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR

KINDERGARTEN
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What is a TRANSITION PLAN?

An |EP transition plan is a formal component of a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) that
outlines the services, goals, and activities needed to prepare a student with a disability for the transition into
their next educational setting. This plan is created at an IEP meeting in collaboration with yourself and the
members of your child’s IEP team.

The TRANSITION PLAN will look like this:

X. Transition Plan

1. Transition Outcome/Goal:

What is happening now?

What information and child and family considerations should be shared with the team in order to
better prepare for transition?

Activities/Services Designed to Ensure a Person Date Actual
Smooth Transition from Responsible Tobe | Completion
Completed Date

Early Intervention to Kindergarten

The plan should include at least the following:

1. Discussions with the parent regarding future support and
other matters related to transition

2. Steps to prepare the young child for changes based on
developmental needs, including activities to help the ad-
justment to and participation in new settings

3. Steps to ensure a smooth transition, including sharing
of information, and convening a meeting with the family,
community provider, or school district by February 28, of
the current program year for preschool El




TRANSITION TO
KINDERGARTEN (FALL 2027) FAIR DATES

Date

Time

Location

A PLANNING GUIDE FOR PARENTS

Program

Thursday,
December 3, 2026

10:00am - 11:30am

419 Avenue of the States,
3rd Floor
Chester, PA 19013

All ELS Families

Thursday, 5:00pm - 6:30pm Virtual All ELS Families

December 17, 2026

Thursday, 5:00pm - 6:30pm Virtual Davidson, Easterseals Media, and
January 14, 2027 Overbrook programs ONLY
Thursday, 10:00am - 11:30pm | 419 Avenue of the States, All ELS Families

January 21, 2027 3rd Floor

Chester, PA 19013

Thursday,
February 18, 2027

5:00pm - 6:30pm

Virtual

All ELS Families
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Family Resources
and Who to Contact

Kindergarten, Here | Come! — PA Promise for Children
https://papromiseforchildren.com/kindergarten-here-i-come/

This activity guide helps families prepare their child for Kindergarten. It provides monthly learning
activities, resources and information to help their preschool-age child.

Kindergarten, Here | Am! — PA Promise for Children
https://papromiseforchildren.com/kindergarten-here-i-am/

This activity guide can inspire skill building and engagement at home, building on what your child
is learning in kindergarten. It’s filled with fun learning activities, information and resources to help
families support their kindergartner.

Recipes for Readiness: Developing the right skills — PA Promise for Children
https://papromiseforchildren.com/recipes-for-readiness-developing-the-right-skills/

Recipes for Readiness provides family-friendly activities to help develop skills that kindergarten
teachers look for as children enter their classrooms. Activities are designed for children age three to
five and are aligned to Pennsylvania’s learning standards for early childhood.

Transitioning to Kindergarten | NAEYC
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/transitioning-to-kindergarten

Explore a concise list of practical tips families can use to prepare their child and themselves before,
during, and after their child begins attending kindergarten.

Who can | contact if | have
questions or need help?

Elwyn Early Learning Services (ELS)
Your LEA Representative

Call the ELS Intake Department: 215-222-8054
Email: ELS2SchoolAge@elwyn.org

10
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Transition Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. Who registers my child for kindergarten?

a. The parent or guardian is responsible for
registering a child for kindergarten.

2. When is my child eligible for kindergarten?

Chester: Child is 5 years old on or before
September 30

3. When does registration open?

a. Chester Upland School District (CUSD): Spring
the year before, registration by May 31st is
strongly encouraged

b. Charter schools: Lottery applications are typically
open from October - Early January. Check the
school specific website for details.

c. Private Schools: Some applications open as early
as September the year before, check the school
specific website for details.

4. When should I register my child?

Register as early as possible to confirm your child
has a seat for the upcoming school year.

5. What documents do | need for registration?

Typically: Birth certificate, immunization records,
proof of residency, and parent identification.
Each school’s registration packet will identify the
required documents.

6. What options do | have if | do not want my
child to go to my neighborhood (catchment)
school?

a. The 5 types of school options are; public school,
charter school, private school, cyber school and
homeschool.

10.

11.

12.

A PLANNING GUIDE FOR PARENTS

Why do | need to register at my neighborhood
(catchment) school? | don’t want my child to
go there.

The process for registration beings at the
neighborhood school for all incoming students.
Discussion about the least restrictive environment
is held with the school-based IEP team.

Who can | contact at the elementary school
regarding my child’s IEP?

You can contact the school building and ask to be
connected with the special education teacher or
principle to identify your point of contact.

What if | change my mind about transitioning
from preschool to school-age after | register
my child for kindergarten?

Please notify your early intervention LEA
representative and the school at which you
registered so the documents on file can be
updated to support your decision to change this.

Who will share my child’s early intervention
history with the school where they are enrolled
to attend?

The early intervention team will share the
record with the receiving school. Please be sure
your early intervention LEA is aware of your
registration, so they have the correct contact.

What do | do if the school-based IEP is not
supporting my child’s needs? What do | do
next?

Connect with the school-based team. You can
request a meeting if you have questions or
concerns about the IEP that is in place.

What will the evaluation by the school-age
LEA include?

The school-age team will identify if they need to
complete an evaluation. This communication will
also outline what is being recommended if they
are proposing more information is needed to
develop a school-based IEP.

11



Transition Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ)

13.

a.

14.

15.

What support/services will they have?

The school-based IEP team will review this with
you during the IEP meeting.

What pulic school will my child go to?

You will begin the registration process

with the public school district. Your child

will attend the local neighborhood school

unless the school-based IEP team makes a
different recommendation, this may lead to a
recommendation for your child to attend a different
location. The details will be discussed at your
child’s school-based IEP meeting.

Will an evaluation be completed for my child to
receive services? When does this occur?

The school-age IEP team will determine if they
need to complete an evaluation. The evaluation
may occur prior to the start of the school year or
shortly after the school year begins to determine
your child’s disability and eligibility. The evaluation
will support the development of a school-age IEP.

If you register in a timely manner, you should
receive a notice of school options from the
school-age IEP team to identify the next step in
preparing with them for the upcoming school year.

. What support/services will my child have?

The school-age IEP team will discuss with you
what services and support are recommended in
the new environment. They will have the early
intervention record history for reference.

. Can transportation be provided?

The school-age IEP team will determine if
transportation should be included in the IEP based
on the recommendation they make. It can be
considered a related service and outlined in the
IEP.

18.

a.

19.

20.
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What are my rights as a parent?

You have the same rights outlined in the
Procedural Safeguards that was provided as part
of your Preschool Early Intervention paperwork.
You can request another copy if needed to review
these rights.

What classroom will my child be in?

You have to register your child to confirm they
have a seat for the upcoming school year
before classroom assignments are made. The
school-age IEP team will identify what service,
support and environment is appropriate to help
your child succeed in their program.

Who can | contact?

Questions about your child’s early intervention IEP
or general support with transition, please contact
the LEA.
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